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The Binah School’s Jewish Digital Access Project will change the way students use the 
internet as a Torah resource. The school will create a methodology for teaching students 
about access to, and appropriate use of, online Judaic resources and for helping them 
make guided values-based choices about appropriate/inappropriate content. Collectively, 
students will develop a wiki-type index of Torah-based websites which can shared and 
added to by other schools. 
 
Our idea will move the internet from the margins of the Beit Midrash to its center. Young 
people use the web constantly for social media, research, and even values clarification. It 
is our intention to create a method for teaching young people to combine these 
disciplines and to offer a perspective that places Torah study at the center. Those that 
successfully complete our program will be able to make value and peer reviewed 
decisions about the veracity, reliability and usefulness of a given internet based media. 
Our goals are for students to: 
 
• Become proficient using key digital resources. 
• Develop discernment skills in using digital resources. 
• Learn to craft deep questions, research Jewish sources for responses and package what 
they learn in ways that offer value beyond the school community. 
• Engage in their Jewish learning with enthusiasm and interest. 
 
Outcomes for students will be to: 
• Augment their Judaic learning with research about the original medieval source work 
and their historical contexts and goals. With this knowledge they will be better able to 
explore the dynamics of the cross-conversations that are the substance of Jewish learning. 
• Take more ownership of their learning process. Within the parameters of a unit of 
learning, students will craft their own questions, and will work with a group of peers using 
a protocol to select the most fitting questions to research. Students will build not only 
research skills but will hone collaboration skills by working in teams to research their set of 
questions. 
• Create quality work and document how they reach their conclusions so that students can 
present their research conclusions to the public with proper support. 
• Teachers will track progress using these formative assessments on an ongoing basis and 
will engage students in pre- and post-testing that seeks students’ self-reflection at the 
beginning and conclusion of the program. 


