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Educating for Identity Construction and Cultural Renewal 

One of the critical challenges facing Jewish educators today is the task of preparing our students to 

live robust Jewish lives in an everchanging world. This depends on maintaining a robust Jewish 

identity, and if life-long Jewish engagement is the goal, such identity construction will not stop in the 

12th grade, but will continue to evolve over the span of our students’ lives.  

At the heart of our model is a reimagining of Judaic studies to shift its focuses toward empowering 

students to engage in this kind of identity building work. This approach seeks to consciously 

develop in students the skills and capacities for Jewish self-construction which will prepare them for 

the lifelong task of authoring themselves as Jews living in, and respond to, the world around them 

as they become the next link in the ongoing chain of our tradition 

How do we induct students into a process by which they can master this kind of self-

authoring - become people who have the motivation, energy, and nuanced language to 

interpret their experience through the lenses and possibilities of Jewish tradition, and to do 

this as a way of living in the world? 

Our model focuses on Teacher professional development - inspiring and preparing educators to 

shift the focus in their Judaic classrooms toward this purpose. Such preparation includes: 

• Inducting teachers into a language of identity building and self-authoring grounded in 

Jewish thought, psychology general philosophy, and our textual tradition 

• Providing pedagogical tools they are able to utilize in the classroom that will transform this 

idea into a reality. 

• Offering tools for teacher self-reflection as they grow into this methodology 

• Participation in a teachers network that provides ongoing support in their classrooms and 

institutions  

 

 

 

 

 



 

What difference does an identity focus bring to the teaching of Judaics? 

 

            Elements of the Approach           How this is experienced in Judaics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

 

Robust Jewish Identity requires developing a 

rich and varied language around identity 

formation drawn from Jewish thought, 

Psychology and Philosophy -the paradigmatic 

fields concerned with identity work. 

 

 

Students will be able to draw upon multiple 

lenses and languages of identity through which 

to reflect on who they are. ( e.g., Narrative 

identity, moral identity, collective and individual 

identity, Spiritual identity, etc). 

 

Developing frameworks for the decision 

making of living a Jewish.  Jewish life is 

lived out through the way we go about our 

thinking and decision making – and the 

multiple ways Jewish have gone about this 

before them – provides resources for self-

authoring our own lives.  

Students will explore the way people go about 

thinking through ideas and problems and come 

to decision in the context of their lives. The 

teacher is more likely to ask: “ What thought 

processes and assumptions were at work in 

Rashi’s choice of words and topic” than “What 

did Rashi say this text is about”.   

 

Robust identities exhibit the capacity for 

self-management:  an attention to, and 

capacity for, self awareness and self 

regulation. (Psychology) 

Self-management tools and opportunities for 

reflection lead students to better self-

understanding and control over their 

responses and motivations. 

Jewish Identity building is a meaning-

making activity. Self-authoring is propelled 

forward by curiosity and wonder which leads 

into inquiry informed by the depth of Jewish 

tradition. (Philosophical inquiry)  

 

Students develop the capacity and motivation 

and capacity to identify an interest, ask probing 

questions, pursue a line of inquiry. They are 

curious and feel accountable for their ideas 

and their consequences. 


