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Torah Lishma is a Jewish value of learning in which the study of Torah for its own sake 

is the goal. It is not a pedagogical approach, but rather a value of Judaism. As Rabbi 

Norman Lamm expresses “Talmud Torah, the study of Torah, has always held a place 

of the highest prominence in Judaism. A teaching of the Mishnah that has become part 

of the daily morning service, recited by praying Jews for centuries, informs us of the 

high esteem in which the study of Torah by all Jews is held. (Torah Umadda)”  

 

The goal is to help students hold Talmud Torah in the same prominence and ultimately 

fall in love with it as David Hamelach exclaimed in Tehillim (118:92), “King, if not for 

Your Torah, my delight, I would have perished in my suffering”. The mechanics and 

implementation of the Torah Lishma Model developed to attain this connection are laid 

out in six elements based on classic Torah learning practices and modern educational 

psychology. 

 

 

The Six Elements of Torah Lishma: 

 

Element #1: Value Statement 

The first element is clarifying what Torah Lishma is and making known that it is a value 

of the classroom and the school. This will be done through a series of activities that the 

students, faculty and administration will engage in. 

 

Element #2: Intrinsic Reinforcement 

Here We focus on these three c’s to motivate our students: Curiosity - Choice - 

Challenge. Throughout the learning, students also receive praise for their efforts and 

recognition for their personal accomplishments in relation to their past accomplishments 



and not in relation to how other students have done. 

 

Element #3: Partnership 

Partnership manifests itself in the students developing a commitment to support each 

other and in the manner in which they learn, which is in Chavruta. 

 

Element #4: Mastery 

The fourth element is a focus on mastery over performance. Our model focuses on self-

set goals, not set-standards for all. Students work to accomplish their own goals, 

focused on their own fluency and are competing with themselves and not others in the 

class.  

 

Element #5: Authentic Assessment 

Connected to the 4th element, authentic assessments are focused on assessing the 

self-set goals the students are working on. Assessments utilize personalized feedback, 

customized rubrics, opportunities for revision and students showcases of work that has 

real-world applications. 

 

Element #6: Purpose 

The final element is purpose.  This is the element of reflection for the teachers and the 

students which they will engage in throughout their learning. This is the element of why. 

Is what I am doing serving the purpose of a Torah Lishma focus?  If not, adjustments 

must be made.  

 


